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fanciful, for since in a Republic all are or should be equal, and there is no real reason for one going before another, such a thing as a claim for precedence must necessarily be more or less fanciful.) I think Americans themselves are beginning to feel this, and it is probably some instinctive need for an echafaudage of rank upon which to pin their claim to go first that makes them go in so largely for Associations, membership of which more or less solves the problem, I suppose. I latterly came across an old-fashioned book from which I gathered the following list of names of such Associations. It may be that some at least were founded to supply a long-felt social need. It may also be that some of them have ceased to exist. There were " Daughters of the American Revolution/' " Colonial Dames of America," the " Aztec " Society, the " Social Order of Foreign Wars/' the " Children of 1812," the " Grand-daughters of the American Revolution," the " Society of Mayflower Descendants," the " Royal Order of the Crown," the " Circle of Holland Dames of the New Netherlands," and last, but surely not least, the " Baronial Order of Runny-mede."
But to return to my point, which was the arrival of the " Prince." Upon his introduction to his hostess and her friends follow hours, not to say days, when the favoured guest would be less than human were he not touched and charmed by the true kindness and hospitality lavished upon him. American women are proverbially smart, good-looking and agreeable, and when they lay themselves out to please, he must be fastidious indeed who could fail to be delighted with them. And he will be really amused too by the entertainment provided for him if he has those ines-AMERICA                          183
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